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Police found John Doe No. 24 in the early morning hours of October 11, 1945, in Jacksonville, Illinois.
Unable to communicate, the deaf and mute teenager was labeled “feeble minded” and sentenced by a judge
to the nightmarish jumble of the Lincoln State School and Colony in Jacksonville. He remained in the
Illinois mental health care system for over thirty years and died at the Sharon Oaks Nursing Home in Peoria
on November 28, 1993.
 
Deaf, mute, and later blind, the young black man survived institutionalized hell: beatings, hunger,
overcrowding, and the dehumanizing treatment that characterized state institutions through the 1950s. In
spite of his environment, he made friends, took on responsibilities, and developed a sense of humor. People
who knew him found him remarkable.
 
Award-winning journalist Dave Bakke reconstructs the life of John Doe No. 24 through research into a half-
century of the state mental health system, personal interviews with people who knew him at various points
during his life, and sixteen black-and-white illustrations. After reading a story about John Doe in the New
York Times, acclaimed singer-songwriter Mary Chapin Carpenter wrote and recorded “John Doe No. 24” and
purchased a headstone for his unmarked grave. She contributes a foreword to this book.
 
As death approached for the man known only as John Doe No. 24, his one-time nurse Donna Romine
reflected sadly on his mystery. “Ah, well,” she said, “God knows his name.”
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From reader reviews:

James Smith:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled God Knows His Name: The True Story of John Doe No. 24. Try
to make the book God Knows His Name: The True Story of John Doe No. 24 as your buddy. It means that it
can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Laquita Horton:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this God Knows His Name: The True Story of John Doe No. 24, you may tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
book.

Patricia Northcutt:

You can find this God Knows His Name: The True Story of John Doe No. 24 by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.

William Ward:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore this God Knows His Name: The True Story of John Doe No. 24 can make
you experience more interested to read.
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