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Among the people of Avatip, a community in the Sepik region of Papua New Guinea, the most prestigious
and valued forms of wealth are personal names. In this intriguing study, Simon Harrison analyzes the
significance of names in the context of Avatip ritual, cosmology, and concepts of the person, and shows how
the Avatip system of names parallels the gift-exchange systems of many other Melanesian societies. In
ritualized debates, which form the arena of Avatip political life, rival leaders and the groups they represent
struggle in oratorical contests for the possession of strategic names, and as they do so, continually
manipulate myth, ritual and cosmology. By exploiting the inner possibilities of this symbolically constituted
economy, these competitive processes over the past century have been progressively transforming the
political system from a relatively egalitarian type to one based on hereditary inequality and rank. The author
offers a critique of the analytical separation of economy and the symbolic order, arguing that it obscures the
processes of political evolution in Melanesia and disguises the fundamental similarities underlying the
sociocultural diversity of the region.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Winstead:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this Stealing People's Names: History and
Politics in a Sepik River Cosmology (Cambridge Studies in Social and Cultural Anthropology) book as
starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Benjamin Hoffman:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Stealing People's
Names: History and Politics in a Sepik River Cosmology (Cambridge Studies in Social and Cultural
Anthropology) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Stealing People's Names: History and Politics in a Sepik River Cosmology (Cambridge Studies in
Social and Cultural Anthropology)is the one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring
that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Shirley Parker:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Stealing People's Names: History
and Politics in a Sepik River Cosmology (Cambridge Studies in Social and Cultural Anthropology), you are
able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Titus Johnson:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along



with soon. The Stealing People's Names: History and Politics in a Sepik River Cosmology (Cambridge
Studies in Social and Cultural Anthropology) will give you a new experience in reading a book.
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