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By any measure, Seneca (?4-65AD) is one of the most significant figures in both Roman literature and
ancient philosophy. His writings are voluminous and diverse, ranging from satire to disturbing, violent
tragedies, from metaphysical theory to moral and political discussions of virtue and anger. Seneca found
himself at the turbulent center of Roman imperial power, making him thus an important witness to the
Empire's first dynasty, the Julio-Claudians. Exiled by the emperor Claudius in the wake of a sex scandal, he
was eventually brought back to Rome to become tutor and, later, speech-writer and advisor to Nero. Seneca
was suspected of plotting against Nero, condemned to die, and ultimately took his own life-an act that is one
of the most iconic suicides in Western history.

The life and works of Seneca pose a number of fascinating challenges. How can we reconcile the bloody
tragedies with the prose works advocating a life of Stoic tranquility? How are we to balance Seneca the man
of principle, who counseled a life of calm and simplicity, with Seneca the man of the moment, who amassed
a vast personal fortune in the service of an emperor seen by many, at the time and afterwards, as an insane
tyrant? In this definitive and moving biography, Emily Wilson presents Seneca as a man under enormous
pressure, struggling for compromise in a world of absolutism. The Greatest Empire offers us the portrait of a
life lived perilously in the gap between political realities and philosophical ideals, between what we aspire to
be and what we are.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Sanchez:

This The Greatest Empire: A Life of Seneca is great guide for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences included.
So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Greatest
Empire: A Life of Seneca in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous
a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Brian Street:

The book untitled The Greatest Empire: A Life of Seneca contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will take
you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

James Bergeron:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top collection in your reading list will be The Greatest Empire: A Life of Seneca. This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up
and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Samantha Graham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The
Greatest Empire: A Life of Seneca.
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