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On January 14, 2011, Tunisian President Zine el-Abidine ben Ali fled the country after several weeks of
increasingly violent protests. The protests initially seemed to stem from discontent related to high
unemployment, but eventually spiraled into an unprecedented national challenge to Ben Ali’s authoritarian
regime. As of January 15, the speaker of parliament, Fouad Mebazaa, has assumed the role of interim
president, in line with constitutional prerogatives. On January 17, a “unity” cabinet was formed, which
includes three leaders of officially sanctioned opposition parties. Ruling party figures have nonetheless
retained control of key posts, while members of banned Islamist and leftist political movements have not
been invited to participate. Tunisian authorities have promised political reforms and elections within 60 days.
However, the impact of recent developments is difficult to predict. Violence between protesters, security
forces, and unidentified gunmen persisted in urban centers as of January 17. The political shifts of recent
weeks have been accompanied by speculation over the views and roles of Tunisia’s security forces, portions
of which orchestrated the crackdown on demonstrations while others appear to have influenced Ben Ali’s
decision to resign.

Prior to the December-January protests, Tunisia had been seen as a stable, autocratic government since its
independence from France in 1956. Ben Ali, who was in power for 23 years, was elected for a fifth term in
October 2009 in an election widely seen as flawed and boycotted by leading opposition parties. His
Constitutional Democratic Rally (RCD) party exerted strong control over parliament, state and local
governments, and most political activity. The government cultivated strong ties with France and the
European Union, its largest trading partner. Tunisia is a non-oil- exporting, middle-income country with a
growing economy but high unemployment.

The unexpected and rapid upheaval in Tunisia raises a wide range of questions for the future of the country
and the region, pertaining to the struggle between entrenched forces loyal to the former regime and an
unorganized popular movement without a clear leader; the potential shape of the new political order; the
potential future role of Islamist and/or radical movements in the government and society; the role of the
military as a political power-broker; and the difficult diplomatic balance—for the United States and other
partners—of encouraging greater democratic openness while not undermining other foreign policy priorities.
Recent developments also have potential implications for Congress related to the oversight to U.S.-Tunisian
bilateral relations and assistance, and to broader questions of U.S. policy toward the Middle East. Many
analysts believe the events in Tunisia could affect political stability in other countries in the region with
authoritarian-leaning, Western-backed regimes.

Current U.S.-Tunisian relations largely emphasize military cooperation, although Tunisia has pushed for a
greater focus on trade. Congress has been supportive of security assistance programs in Tunisia, directing the
State Department in FY2009 and FY2010 to allocate levels of Foreign Military Financing (FMF) that
surpassed budget requests by the executive branch. According to private sector analysis, the United States is
Tunisia’s primary supplier of military equipment. U.S. officials, who grew increasingly critical of the
government in the days prior to Ben Ali’s departure, have since called for free and fair elections.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Parnell:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Tunisia: Recent
Developments and Policy Issues? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Herbert Turley:

Here thing why this Tunisia: Recent Developments and Policy Issues are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Tunisia: Recent Developments and Policy Issues giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no
publication that similar with Tunisia: Recent Developments and Policy Issues. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Tunisia: Recent
Developments and Policy Issues in e-book can be your option.

Ryan Connors:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that
need more time to be examine. Tunisia: Recent Developments and Policy Issues can be your answer as it can
be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Lauren Zavala:

Beside this specific Tunisia: Recent Developments and Policy Issues in your phone, it may give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Tunisia: Recent Developments and Policy Issues because this book offers to
you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will
not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from at this
point!
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