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Originally a sect within the Anglican church, Methodism blossomed into a dominant mainstream religion in
America during the nineteenth century. At the beginning, though, Methodists constituted a dissenting
religious group whose ideas about sexuality, marriage, and family were very different from those of their
contemporaries.

Focusing on the Methodist notion of family that cut across biological ties, One Family Under God speaks to
historical debates over the meaning of family and how the nuclear family model developed over the
eighteenth century. Historian Anna M. Lawrence demonstrates that Methodists adopted flexible definitions
of affection and allegiance and emphasized extended communal associations that enabled them to
incorporate people outside the traditional boundaries of family. They used the language of romantic, ecstatic
love to describe their religious feelings and the language of the nuclear family to describe their bonds to one
another. In this way, early Methodism provides a useful lens for exploring eighteenth-century modes of
family, love, and authority, as Methodists grappled with the limits of familial and social authority in their
extended religious family.

Methodists also married and formed conjugal families within this larger spiritual framework. Evangelical
modes of marriage called for careful, slow courtships, and often marriages happened later in life and
produced fewer children. Religious views of the family offered alternatives to traditional coupling and
marriage—through celibacy, spiritual service, and the idea of finding one's true spiritual match, which both
challenged the role of parental authority within marriage-making and accelerated the turn within the larger
society toward romantic marriage.

By examining the language and practice of evangelical sexuality and family, One Family Under God
highlights how the Methodist movement in the eighteenth century was central to the rise of romantic
marriage and the formation of the modern family.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Bauer:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this One Family Under God: Love, Belonging, and Authority in Early Transatlantic
Methodism (Early American Studies).

Jeffery Harman:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love One Family Under God: Love, Belonging, and
Authority in Early Transatlantic Methodism (Early American Studies), you could enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Brian Hill:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be go through. One Family Under God: Love, Belonging, and Authority
in Early Transatlantic Methodism (Early American Studies) can be your answer as it can be read by anyone
who have those short spare time problems.

Tammy Dorris:

You will get this One Family Under God: Love, Belonging, and Authority in Early Transatlantic Methodism
(Early American Studies) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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