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During the 1930s the Soviet Union launched a major effort to create a modern Air Force. That process
required training tens of thousands of pilots. Among those pilots were larger numbers of young women,
training shoulder to shoulder with their male counterparts. A common training program of the day involved
studying in 'flying clubs' during leisure hours, first using gliders and then training planes. Following this, the
best graduates could enter military schools to become professional combat pilots or flight navigators. The
author of this book passed through all of those stages and had become an experienced training pilot when the
USSR entered the war.

Volunteering for frontline duty, the author flew 130 combat missions piloting the U2 biplane in a liaison
squadron. In the initial period of the war, the German Luftwaffe dominated the sky. Daily combat sorties
demanded bravery and skill from the pilots of the liaison squadron operating obsolete, unarmed planes. Over
the course of a year the author was shot down by German fighters three times but kept flying nevertheless.

In late 1942 Anna Egorova became the first female pilot to fly the famous Sturmovik (ground attack) plane
that played a major role in the ground battles of the Eastern Front. Earning the respect of her fellow male
pilots, the author became not just a mature combat pilot, but a commanding officer. Over the course of two
years the author advanced from ordinary pilot to the executive officer of the Squadron, and then was
appointed Regimental navigator, in the process flying approximately 270 combat missions over the southern
sector of the Eastern Front initially (Taman, the Crimea) before switching to the 1st Belorussian Front, and
seeing action over White Russia and Poland.

This is a quite unique story of courage, determination and bravery in the face of tremendous personal
adversity. The many obstacles Anna had to cross before she could fly first the Po-2, then the Sturmovik, are
recounted in detail, including her tough work helping to build the Moscow Metro before the outbreak of war.
Above all, Over Fields of Fire is a very human story - sometimes sad, sometimes angry, filled with hope, at
other times with near-despair, abundant in comradeship and professionalism - and never less than a large
dose of determination!
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From reader reviews:

Denise Lee:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Over Fields of Fire: Flying the Sturmovik in Action on the
Eastern Front 1942-45.

Darrin Russell:

The reason? Because this Over Fields of Fire: Flying the Sturmovik in Action on the Eastern Front 1942-45
is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Rick Fountain:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Over Fields of Fire: Flying the Sturmovik in
Action on the Eastern Front 1942-45 publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Over Fields of
Fire: Flying the Sturmovik in Action on the Eastern Front 1942-45 as good book not simply by the cover but
also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Miranda Wenger:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of
book Over Fields of Fire: Flying the Sturmovik in Action on the Eastern Front 1942-45. You can include
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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