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Charles Simic's quicksilver imagination, his masterly way with words, and his unalloyed love of life and
language alike inform every page of this wonderfully wide-ranging collection. Again and again, Simic takes
up a subject and turns it this way and that, showing us what we haven't noticed before, inviting us to share an
infectious delight that turns everything, in the end, into poetry. It's a gift that has won him a coveted
MacArthur Fellowship, among many honors, but he wears his magic lightly.
Often, he addresses poetry itself. Among the pieces here are appreciations of Mark Strand, James Merrill,
John Ashbery, and James Tate, each evaluated with a keen eye tempered by a generous spirit. Other essays
discuss Joseph Brodsky, Czeslaw Milosz, and Vasko Popa; to these writers he brings the understanding
available only to those who can read them in the original. In considering Brodsky's translations, for instance,
he offers insights regarding not only the poet himself but the very nature of language. Elsewhere, he peers
into poetry's past and its future: as a vessel of memory, a witness to history, and a mirror of human
experience.
But perhaps the greatest pleasures afforded by The Metaphysician in the Dark, as he styles himself with a
beguiling mix of modesty and irony, appear when Simic goes further afield. His look at the deadpan comedy
of Buster Keaton is as revealing of the author as of the actor and his craft; his perusal of a Heironymous
Bosch altarpiece captures both the painter's sense of apocalypse and a riotous joy in the piling of detail upon
detail; his review of a book on Joseph Cornell examines how obsession becomes art. He is fluently familiar
with subjects as diverse as Saul Bellow's novels and Aberlardo Morell's extraordinary camera obscura
photographs. Yet when he takes the gloves off, as in two essays on the Serbia of Slobodan Milosevic, his
outrage is as forceful as his pride is strong in his own Serbian heritage.
Each of the two dozen essays here reflects a sophistication irresistible in its simplicity; taken together, they
display a questing intelligence and a panorama of life and art.
Charles Simic is an acclaimed poet, novelist, essayist and teacher. Winner of a MacArthur Fellowship and a
Pulitzer Prize, he is the author of more than twenty volumes of poetry and six books of prose, as well as
numerous translations. He is Distinguished University Professor of English at the University of New
Hampshire, where he has taught since 1973.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard White:

Here thing why this The Metaphysician in the Dark (Poets on Poetry) are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. The Metaphysician in the Dark (Poets on Poetry) giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with The
Metaphysician in the Dark (Poets on Poetry). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal
eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Metaphysician in the Dark (Poets on
Poetry) in e-book can be your substitute.

Michael Short:

Precisely why? Because this The Metaphysician in the Dark (Poets on Poetry) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Bertha Boone:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled The Metaphysician in the Dark (Poets on Poetry) your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get previous to. The The Metaphysician in the Dark (Poets on Poetry) giving you a
different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life with
this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Oliver Gerling:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see



colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Metaphysician in the Dark (Poets on Poetry) can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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