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After the battle of Sedan on September 1, 1870 and the collapse of the Second Empire, followed by the
investment of Paris, the Government of National Defense set about raising fresh armies. These had as their
first objective the relief of the capital. The German troops covering the investment were stretched extremely
thin until the fall of Metz at the end of October 1870. This released the forces around the city to move north
and west to deal with the newly forming French armies.

The German Campaign in the northeast of France was conducted by the First Army led by General Edwin
von Manteuffel. Opposing him was the French Army of the North, initially commanded for a short time by
General Charles Bourbaki. He was soon replaced by General Louis Faidherbe, who was sent far from Africa.

The Campaign was fought to a large extent over the area of the Somme battlefields of the First World War,
and the names of the towns and villages are grimly familiar with the resonance of what was to come. In
1914-1918, the direction of the fighting was on an east - west axis; in 1870 - 1871, it was north-south, with
the line of the Somme being crucial to the outcome of the Campaign.

The first major battle was the battle of Amiens on November 24; fought before Faidherbe's arrival, the Army
of the North was led by the Chief of Staff, General Farre. It resulted in a German victory and the capture of
Amiens. In December, Faidherbe advanced and took up a strong defensive position along the line of the
River Hallue, where a fierce battle was fought on December 23. After the French retreat, Faidherbe
regrouped, and advanced again, this time on Bapaume. Another fierce encounter followed on January 3, at
the end of which each side believed itself to be defeated. Faidherbe was thwarted in his objective to lift the
Siege of Péronne, which fell on January 9.

By now the situation at Paris was desperate, and on January 15 Faidherbe began a march eastwards with a
view to compelling the movement of part of the investing armies to meet his advance. This resulted in the
crucial battle of Saint Quentin on January 19, in which the Germans were now led by the redoubtable
General August von Goeben, who won a final and decisive victory.

The Author draws on a wide range of rare contemporary sources to describe the Campaign, which was
fought in appalling weather conditions. The book is copiously illustrated, with specially drawn color battle
maps to demonstrate the course of the Campaign, and also includes extensive orders of battle.

This is the latest title in Helion's ground-breaking series of 19th Century studies, and will again appear in
hardback as a strictly limited edition printing of 500 copies, each individually numbered and signed by the
author on a decorative title page.

REVIEWS

... a very useful and well balanced book which covers a neglected subject in detail. Armed with this book,
one can follow the campaign on the ground, or stage a mini-campaign, using the wargames figures one
already has for the 1870 campaign.



Strongly recommended for anyone with a passing interest in the Franco-Prussian War.
MWBG – May 2015 #385 (John Drewienkiewicz)
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Somme 1870-71: The Winter
Campaign in Picardy (Nineteenth Century Studies) is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Christine McClellan:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The Somme 1870-71:
The Winter Campaign in Picardy (Nineteenth Century Studies) suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Somme 1870-71: The Winter Campaign
in Picardy (Nineteenth Century Studies)is the main one of several books that everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so
all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Juan Reynolds:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Somme 1870-71: The Winter Campaign in Picardy (Nineteenth Century Studies), you could tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a e-book.

Matilda Greiner:

Exactly why? Because this The Somme 1870-71: The Winter Campaign in Picardy (Nineteenth Century
Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to



regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were
you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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