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The world's fascination with New Orleans stems from the allure of the music of the city—music that owes its
origins and development to many sources. Until now, popular and scholarly books, dissertations, and articles
that attempt to explain these sources have failed to recognize the unsung heroes of the New Orleans jazz
scene: the teachers in its public schools. Through more than 90 original interviews and extensive research in
New Orleans' historical collections, Dr. Kennedy documents ways that public school teachers pushed an
often unwilling urban institution to become an important structure that transmitted jazz and the other musical
traditions of the city to future musicians.

Music legends from Louis Armstrong to Ellis Marsalis Jr.—who also provides the foreword—are just two of
the many well-known former students of the New Orleans public schools. Chord Changes on the
Chalkboard shows that, particularly after the 1920s, public school students benefited not only from the study
of instrumental music and theory, but also from direct exposure to musicians, many of whom were invited to
perform for the students. The impact the teachers had on generations of musicians and music fans is
undeniable, yet their teaching techniques are only part of the story. In addition to the successes enjoyed with
their students, the teachers' own musical experiences, recordings, and performances are also examined.

The interaction between teachers and students in New Orleans public school classrooms opens a new field of
research for music historians, and this book is the first to document ways in which public school teachers
acted as mentors to shape the future of jazz and the music of New Orleans. An important addition to its field,
Chord Changes on a Chalkboard will provide invaluable information for jazz fans and historians, music
scholars and students, and it is also useful reading for any public school teacher. A must for any music
library, it should also be a welcome addition to any collection supporting A
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Harvey:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Chord Changes on the Chalkboard: How Public School Teachers
Shaped Jazz and the Music of New Orleans (Studies in Jazz).

Cynthia Necaise:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Chord Changes on the Chalkboard: How Public
School Teachers Shaped Jazz and the Music of New Orleans (Studies in Jazz) is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Barbara Saddler:

Often the book Chord Changes on the Chalkboard: How Public School Teachers Shaped Jazz and the Music
of New Orleans (Studies in Jazz) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get
a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this
book.

William Sam:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Chord Changes on the
Chalkboard: How Public School Teachers Shaped Jazz and the Music of New Orleans (Studies in Jazz), you
may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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