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Shifting cultivation is one of the oldest forms of subsistence agriculture and is still practised by millions of
poor people in the tropics. Typically it involves clearing land (often forest) for the growing of crops for a few
years, and then moving on to new sites, leaving the earlier ground fallow to regain its soil fertility. This book
brings together the best of science and farmer experimentation, vividly illustrating the enormous diversity of
shifting cultivation systems as well as the power of human ingenuity. 

Some critics have tended to disparage shifting cultivation (sometimes called 'swidden cultivation' or 'slash-
and-burn agriculture') as unsustainable due to its supposed role in deforestation and land degradation.
However, the book shows that such indigenous practices, as they have evolved over time, can be highly
adaptive to land and ecology. In contrast, 'scientific' agricultural solutions imposed from outside can be far
more damaging to the environment and local communities. 

The book focuses on successful agricultural strategies of upland farmers, particularly in south and south-east
Asia, and presents over 50 contributions by scholars from around the world and from various disciplines,
including agricultural economics, ecology and anthropology. It is a sequel to the much praised "Voices from
the Forest: Integrating Indigenous Knowledge into Sustainable Upland Farming" (RFF Press, 2007), but all
chapters are completely new and there is a greater emphasis on the contemporary challenges of climate
change and biodiversity conservation.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Powers:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want do that.
You must know how great and also important the book Shifting Cultivation and Environmental Change:
Indigenous People, Agriculture and Forest Conservation. All type of book would you see on many methods.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Denise Niemi:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Shifting
Cultivation and Environmental Change: Indigenous People, Agriculture and Forest Conservation suitable to
you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Shifting
Cultivation and Environmental Change: Indigenous People, Agriculture and Forest Conservationis the main
of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of
this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Clarence Bowen:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Shifting Cultivation and Environmental Change: Indigenous People, Agriculture and Forest
Conservation your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior
to. The Shifting Cultivation and Environmental Change: Indigenous People, Agriculture and Forest
Conservation giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Patricia Coburn:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Shifting Cultivation and Environmental Change: Indigenous People,
Agriculture and Forest Conservation was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your



knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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