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“What I would prefer is that you should fix your eyes every day on the greatness of Athens as she really is,
and should fall in love with her. When you realize her greatness, then reflect that what made her great was
men with a spirit of adventure, men who knew their duty, men who were ashamed to fall below a certain
standard. If they ever failed in an enterprise, they made up their minds that at any rate the city should not find
their courage lacking to her, and they gave to her the best contribution that they could.” – The Funeral
Oration of Pericles, quoted by Thucydides

The Acropolis, which literally means “a city on the heights,” is a citadel whose currently surviving structures
were mostly built during the 5th century BCE. in honor of Athena, the patron goddess of Athens. It
functioned as a sacred precinct that contained the city’s most important religious and municipal structures,
many of which have remained relatively intact for over 2,000 years. The Propylaea (the gateway to the
Acropolis), the Parthenon (the principal shrine to the goddess), the Erechtheion (a shrine that supposedly
houses the burial grounds of mythical Athenian kings), and the Temple of Athena Nike all survive to this
day, and for these reasons, the Acropolis is perhaps the definitive and most eloquent expression of classical
architecture, if not of the classical form itself.

Naturally, like many other works of its type and influence, the structures on the Acropolis embody certain
traditions, but they also depart from some traditions and also transformed others. Indeed, just as the
Acropolis is Athens’ most striking feature, it is also a perfect representative of the city’s golden age, both in
terms of classical style and civilization as a whole. It’s no wonder that people continue to view the Acropolis
as both a portal to antiquity but also a spot with living structures whose importance continues to reverberate
to this day.

The architectural complex on the Athenian Acropolis is universally acclaimed as one of the most outstanding
achievements of Western Civilization, but within that group of iconic buildings there is no doubt that the
Parthenon is the most famous and impressive. The Doric and Ionic forms that are the basis of classical
architecture, and as applied to the Parthenon, still resonate in the modern world today, as it has done
throughout the centuries since its completion. It was built to the highest possible standards at the time, and
no expense was spared on either the constituent parts or its decoration.

Of course, given the care and the costs, people have inevitably wondered why the Athenians put so much
treasure and effort into the construction of this masterpiece, and why the temple still has such an impact on
those who see it today. To fully understand this most beautiful and subtle of buildings it is necessary to
contextualize its construction and its use within the Athenian religious tradition. The Parthenon has to be
seen from numerous perspectives, including its historical context, its mathematical sophistication, and the
myths and legends told in its sculptures and friezes. Ultimately, however, the Parthenon has to be recognised



for what it was at the time, not only as a place of worship but a celebration of a momentous victory over a
mighty foreign power, linked to a conscious glorification of Athens as a “cosmopolis”. There is no
ambiguity; the temple was the deliberate articulation of Pericles’ vision of Athens at the height of all its
glory.

The Parthenon: The History of Ancient Athens’ Most Famous Temple looks at the history of the famous
building, from its construction to its use. Along with pictures depicting important people, places, and events,
you will learn about the Parthenon like never before.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wild:

The book The Parthenon: The History of Ancient Athens' Most Famous Temple can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important
thing like a book The Parthenon: The History of Ancient Athens' Most Famous Temple? Several of you have
a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book The Parthenon: The History of Ancient Athens' Most Famous
Temple has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Bonnie Mentzer:

Here thing why this kind of The Parthenon: The History of Ancient Athens' Most Famous Temple are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Parthenon: The History of Ancient Athens'
Most Famous Temple giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out
there but there is no e-book that similar with The Parthenon: The History of Ancient Athens' Most Famous
Temple. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened
in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of The Parthenon: The History of Ancient Athens' Most Famous Temple in e-book can be
your choice.

Belen Riedel:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual The Parthenon: The History of
Ancient Athens' Most Famous Temple is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Michael Banks:

The book untitled The Parthenon: The History of Ancient Athens' Most Famous Temple contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you



can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice go through.
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