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Magic, sorcery and witchcraft are among the most common themes of the great medieval Icelandic sagas and
poems, the problematic yet vital sources that provide our primary textual evidence for the Viking Age that
they claim to describe. Yet despite the consistency of this picture, surprisingly little archaeological or
historical research has been done to explore what this may really have meant to the men and women of the
time. This book examines the evidence for Old Norse sorcery, looking at its meaning and function, practice
and practitioners, and the complicated constructions of gender and sexual identity with which these were
underpinned. Combining strong elements of eroticism and aggression, sorcery appears as a fundamental
domain of women's power, linking them with the gods, the dead and the future. Their battle spells and
combat rituals complement the men's physical acts of fighting, in a supernatural empowerment of the Viking
way of life. What emerges is a fundamentally new image of the world in which the Vikings understood
themselves to move, in which magic and its implications permeated every aspect of a society permanently
geared for war. In this fully-revised and expanded second edition, Neil Price takes us with him on a tour
through the sights and sounds of this undiscovered country, meeting its human and otherworldly inhabitants,
including the Sami with whom the Norse partly shared this mental landscape. On the way we explore Viking
notions of the mind and soul, the fluidity of the boundaries that they drew between humans and animals, and
the immense variety of their spiritual beliefs. We find magic in the Vikings' bedrooms and on their
battlefields, and we meet the sorcerers themselves through their remarkable burials and the tools of their
trade. Combining archaeology, history and literary scholarship with extensive studies of Germanic and
circumpolar religion, this multi-award-winning book shows us the Vikings as we have never seen them
before.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Goehring:

The actual book The Viking Way: Religion and War in the Later Iron Age of Scandinavia, second edition
has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored
by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Louie Laforge:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually The Viking Way: Religion and War in the Later Iron Age of Scandinavia,
second edition why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Ana Worcester:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The Viking Way: Religion and War in the Later Iron
Age of Scandinavia, second edition or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case,
beside science publication, any other book likes The Viking Way: Religion and War in the Later Iron Age of
Scandinavia, second edition to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like
here.

Arlene Miller:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The Viking Way: Religion and War in
the Later Iron Age of Scandinavia, second edition to make your own reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the publication The Viking Way: Religion
and War in the Later Iron Age of Scandinavia, second edition can to be your new friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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