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Traffic in Towns, also known as the Buchanan Report, is regarded as one of the most influential planning
documents of the twentieth century. The report reflected mounting concern about the impact on Britain’s
towns and cities of rapid growth in the ownership and use of motor vehicles. Its purpose was to evaluate
policy options for reducing the threat of traffic congestion to urban circulation and quality of life.

Two main conclusions were drawn from the report: firstly, the need for large-scale reconstruction to make
Britain’s cities fit for the ‘motor age’, including split-level megastructures and urban motorways; and
secondly, the simultaneous need to preserve parts of the city, especially residential areas as car-free zones or
‘environmental areas’.

 In Britain, successive governments drew back from implementing the full recommendations of the Study
Group, despite initial cross-party support. The prohibitive cost of city-centre redevelopment and motorway
construction meant a ‘comprehensive’ solution to the problem of urban traffic on Buchanan lines was never
attempted. However, local authorities in a variety of British cities, such as Glasgow, Leicester and Leeds
took up aspects of the Report. Internationally, too, the Report had a major impact in countries such as
Sweden, Italy and Australia.

In the longer term, the influence of the Report may be best judged by the incremental changes it set in train
such as pedestrianization of city centres, traffic calming, and other measures linked to Buchanan’s concept of
‘environmental areas’. In focusing attention on the effects of mass motorization on the urban environment
Traffic in Towns set the terms of debate for a generation, pre-figuring recent discussion about the car and
urban sustainability.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Brown:

This Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in
International Planning History) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The key reason why of this Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas
(Studies in International Planning History) can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long Term
Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning History) giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Michael Hamrick:

Often the book Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in
International Planning History) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you.
The book Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in
International Planning History) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Sheila Robinson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long Term Problems
of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning History) it is rather good to read. There are a lot
of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Rona Foret:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need
more time to be read. Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas



(Studies in International Planning History) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have
those short time problems.
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