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In 1799 Napoleon's army uncovered an ancient stele in the Nile delta. Its inscription, recorded in three
distinct scripts--ancient Greek, Coptic, and hieroglyphic--would provide scholars with the first clues to
unlocking the secrets of Egyptian hieroglyphs, a language lost for nearly two millennia. More than twenty
years later a remarkably gifted Frenchman named Jean-Francois Champollion successfully deciphered the
hieroglyphs on the stele, now commonly known as the Rosetta Stone, sparking a revolution in our
knowledge of ancient Egypt.

Cracking the Egyptian Code is the first biography in English of Champollion, widely regarded as the founder
of Egyptology. Andrew Robinson meticulously reconstructs how Champollion cracked the code of the
hieroglyphic script, describing how Champollion started with Egyptian obelisks in Rome and papyri in
European collections, sailed the Nile for a year, studied the tombs in the Valley of the Kings (a name he first
coined), and carefully compared the three scripts on the Rosetta Stone to penetrate the mystery of the
hieroglyphic text. Robinson also brings to life the rivalry between Champollion and the English scientist
Thomas Young, who claimed credit for launching the decipherment, which Champollion hotly denied. There
is much more to Champollion's life than the Rosetta Stone and Robinson gives equal weight to the many
roles he played in his tragically brief life, from a teenage professor in Revolutionary France to a supporter of
Napoleon (whom he met), an exile, and a curator at the Louvre.

Extensively illustrated in color and black-and-white pictures, Cracking the Egyptian Code will appeal to a
wide readership interested in Egypt, decipherment and code-breaking, and Napoleon and the French
Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Crawford:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Cracking the Egyptian Code: The
Revolutionary Life of Jean-Francois Champollion will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited
book with you?

Larry Mason:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Cracking the Egyptian
Code: The Revolutionary Life of Jean-Francois Champollion book as beginning and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Elizabeth Sherer:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Cracking the Egyptian Code: The Revolutionary Life of Jean-Francois Champollion will give you
a new experience in looking at a book.

Ronald Cleary:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication Cracking the Egyptian Code: The Revolutionary Life of Jean-Francois
Champollion was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways
to get book you wanted.
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