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The past is not just, as has been famously said, another country with foreign customs: it is a contested and
colonized terrain. Indigenous histories have been expropriated, eclipsed, sometimes even wholly eradicated,
in the service of imperialist aims buttressed by a distinctly Western philosophy of history. Ranajit Guha,
perhaps the most influential figure in postcolonial and subaltern studies at work today, offers a critique of
such historiography by taking issue with the Hegelian concept of World-history. That concept, he contends,
reduces the course of human history to the amoral record of states and empires, great men and clashing
civilizations. It renders invisible the quotidian experience of ordinary people and casts off all that came
before it into the nether-existence known as "Prehistory."

On the Indian subcontinent, Guha believes, this Western way of looking at the past was so successfully
insinuated by British colonization that few today can see clearly its ongoing and pernicious influence. He
argues that to break out of this habit of mind and go beyond the Eurocentric and statist limit of World-history
historians should learn from literature to make their narratives doubly inclusive: to extend them in scope not
only to make room for the pasts of the so-called peoples without history but to address the historicality of
everyday life as well. Only then, as Guha demonstrates through an examination of Rabindranath Tagore's
critique of historiography, can we recapture a more fully human past of "experience and wonder."
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From reader reviews:

Eva Byrd:

The book History at the Limit of World-History (Italian Academy Lectures) make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book History at the
Limit of World-History (Italian Academy Lectures) for being your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like available and read a publication History at the Limit of World-History (Italian
Academy Lectures). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Lynda Wright:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This History at the Limit of World-History (Italian Academy Lectures) book is
readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer associated with History at the Limit of World-History (Italian Academy Lectures) content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking History at the Limit of World-
History (Italian Academy Lectures) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Scottie Kelly:

The actual book History at the Limit of World-History (Italian Academy Lectures) has a lot of information
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Robert Bartlett:

Precisely why? Because this History at the Limit of World-History (Italian Academy Lectures) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.
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