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*Discusses the myths and legends surrounding the two rulers.
*Includes passages from Catherine's memoirs and letters she wrote to contemporaries like Voltaire and
Diderot.
*Includes pictures depicting Peter, Catherine and important people, places and events in their lives.
*Includes a Bibliography of both leaders for further reading.
For anyone trying to understand the origins of modern Russia, the search should begin with Tsar Peter I
(1672-1725), who titled himself Peter the Great during his lifetime. The moniker is fitting, considering the
manner in which Peter brought Russia out of the Middle Ages and into the 18th century. Through a series of
campaigns, Peter turned Russia into a formidable empire that would subsequently become a major force on
the European continent, while also emulating Western Europe and turning Russia into an international state
that interacted with the other continental powers. By revolutionizing and modernizing Russian arms,
including the creation of Russia’s first naval force, Peter was able to pursue an aggressive and expansionist
foreign policy that set the stage for the way the European map would be redrawn again and again over the
coming centuries.
Perhaps more remarkably, as Peter was stretching Russia’s borders, he was transforming Russia from the
inside as well. Fond of the cultures to the west, Peter embraced technology, science and the arts, developing
a new educational system for his people and supporting a number of institutions of higher learning in Russia.
He built a European-style capital at St. Petersburg and also established new ports and access to the Baltic Sea
for the purposes of opening up trade with the west.
As one of the most famous women rulers in history, Russian Empress Catherine the Great has long been
remembered not only as one of the most powerful women of her time, but she was also one of the most
powerful and capable rulers in all of Europe. And her path to the throne was just as remarkable as her reign.
In a story that sounds like it could have been a precursor to Cinderella, Catherine the Great was born into a
family of minor nobility, but she managed to forge her own destiny through her own cunning use of
diplomacy and intrigue, gradually gaining allies and power. By 1762, she confident enough to conspire
against her own husband, Peter III, whose reign as Tsar lasted just six months before his arrest at the hands
of his wife. Upon his arrest and death, Catherine took power as the regent for their son, Grand Duke Paul.
Despite the strong-arm tactics, Catherine came to power in the midst of the Enlightenment, which was
flourishing in France and Britain, and she would rule as an Enlightened ruler. A known correspondent of
Voltaire’s, Catherine sought to modernize Russia and turn it into a force in its own right, creating a rich and
cultured court at the same time. Over the course of nearly 35 years in power, Catherine ushered in the
Russian Enlightenment and presided over a period of time known as the Golden Age of the Russian Empire.
Given her length of reign, forceful character, and lasting legacy, it was inevitable that legends about
Catherine the Great would also pop up in the wake of her death. To an extent, certain legends have
overshadowed her actual accomplishments, even as they continue to be circulated.
Peter the Great & Catherine the Great addresses the lives and legends of the two rulers, explaining how they
turned Russia into a major player on the European scene. Along with pictures of important people, places,
and events, you will learn about Peter the Great and Catherine the Great like you never have before.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Williams:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Peter the Great & Catherine
the Great: Russia's Greatest Tsar and Tsarina. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Robin Gilbertson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Peter the Great & Catherine the
Great: Russia's Greatest Tsar and Tsarina book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Jonathan Smith:

The ability that you get from Peter the Great & Catherine the Great: Russia's Greatest Tsar and Tsarina is the
more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Peter the Great & Catherine the Great: Russia's
Greatest Tsar and Tsarina giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this Peter the Great & Catherine the Great: Russia's Greatest Tsar and Tsarina instantly.

Kay Davidson:

The book untitled Peter the Great & Catherine the Great: Russia's Greatest Tsar and Tsarina contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.
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