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Has the international movement for democracy and human rights gone from being a weapon against power
to part of the arsenal of power itself? Nicolas Guilhot explores this question in his penetrating look at how
the U.S. government, the World Bank, political scientists, NGOs, think tanks, and various international
organizations have appropriated the movement for democracy and human rights to export neoliberal policies
throughout the world. His work charts the various symbolic, ideological, and political meanings that have
developed around human rights and democracy movements. Guilhot suggests that these shifting meanings
reflect the transformation of a progressive, emancipatory movement into an industry, dominated by
"experts," ensconced in positions of power.

Guilhot's story begins in the 1950s when U.S. foreign policy experts promoted human rights and democracy
as part of a "democratic international" to fight the spread of communism. Later, the unlikely convergence of
anti-Stalinist leftists and the nascent neoconservative movement found a place in the Reagan administration.
These "State Department Socialists," as they were known, created policies and organizations that provided
financial and technical expertise to democratic movements, but also supported authoritarian, anti-communist
regimes, particularly in Latin America.

Guilhot also traces the intellectual and social trajectories of key academics, policymakers, and institutions,
including Seymour M. Lipset, Jeane Kirkpatrick, the "Chicago Boys," including Milton Friedman, the
National Endowment for Democracy, and the Ford Foundation. He examines the ways in which various
individuals, or "double agents," were able to occupy pivotal positions at the junction of academe, national,
and international institutions, and activist movements. He also pays particular attention to the role of the
social sciences in transforming the old anti-Communist crusades into respectable international organizations
that promoted progressive and democratic ideals, but did not threaten the strategic and economic goals of
Western governments and businesses.

Guilhot's purpose is not to disqualify democracy promotion as a conspiratorial activity. Rather he offers new
perspectives on the roles of various transnational human rights institutions and the policies they promote.
Ultimately, his work proposes a new model for understanding the international politics of legitimate
democratic order and the relation between popular resistance to globalization and the "Washington
Consensus."
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Baker:

The particular book The Democracy Makers: Human Rights and the Politics of Global Order has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book.
This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Brandi Anderson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Democracy Makers: Human Rights and the Politics of Global Order the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The The Democracy Makers: Human Rights and the
Politics of Global Order giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Sandra Williams:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find book that need more time to be go through. The Democracy Makers: Human Rights and the Politics of
Global Order can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time
problems.

Edward Doucet:

Beside this kind of The Democracy Makers: Human Rights and the Politics of Global Order in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have The Democracy Makers: Human Rights and the Politics of Global
Order because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but
you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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