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The Fitzwilliam Virginal Book is "the most remarkable, and in many respects the most valuable collection of
Elizabethan keyboard music," according to Grove's Dictionary of Music and Musicians. Of unknown origins,
the previously scarce collector's item is now available at popular prices for the first time. The pieces herein,
while composed for the virginal, can be played without difficulty on piano or any other keyboard instrument.
The nearly 300 airs, variations, fantasies, toccatas, pavanes, galliards, allemandes, and courantes in these two
volumes include some of the finest examples of Elizabethan and Jacobean music: compositions by Thomas
Morley, Orlando Gibbons, Giles Farnaby, Thomas Warrock, Ferdinando Richardson, Peter Phillips, Thomas
Tompkins, and practically every other composer of the virginalistic school. John Bull and William Byrd, two
of England's greatest composers, are represented by over 100 works.
J. A. Fuller Maitland and W. Barclay Squire set the music into modern notation, preserving faithfully the
intent of the composers. The peculiarities of the original notation, time signatures, fingering, and the like as
well as the ecclesiastical modes and accidentals employed by the composers are explained in a lucid
introduction, which also discusses the history of the manuscript, the individuals connected with it, the
composers, and the structure of the virginal.
For this extensively revised and corrected Dover edition, Blanche Winogron, noted musicologist and
performer, undertook a thorough critical reexamination of the 1899 Maitland Squire edition by closely
comparing it to a copy of the original manuscript (the original is in the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge,
England) from which it was transcribed. Numerous minor errors, misprints, and misinterpretations in the
Maitland/Squire transcription have been corrected, resulting in a new edition closer to the original than ever
before.
The period of this music was one of transition from the older principles and systems of notation to modern
theories. This, then, is a most important document for musicologists and others interested in the history of
music. But it is also a source of delight, allowing for countless hours at the keyboard for all lovers of good
music.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Tesch:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Fitzwilliam Virginal Book, Vol. 1 as the daily resource
information.

Marjorie Brown:

The book with title The Fitzwilliam Virginal Book, Vol. 1 includes a lot of information that you can discover
it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that
exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Karen Bell:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Fitzwilliam Virginal Book,
Vol. 1 that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react to
the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you could pick The Fitzwilliam Virginal Book, Vol. 1 become your own starter.

Geneva Orta:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Fitzwilliam Virginal Book, Vol. 1 can give you a lot
of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Fitzwilliam Virginal Book, Vol. 1.
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