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What did the Romans know about their world? Quite a lot, as Daryn Lehoux makes clear in this fascinating
and much-needed contribution to the history and philosophy of ancient science. Lehoux contends that even
though many of the Romans’ views about the natural world have no place in modern science—the umbrella-
footed monsters and dog-headed people that roamed the earth and the stars that foretold human
destinies—their claims turn out not to be so radically different from our own.
 
Lehoux draws upon a wide range of sources from what is unquestionably the most prolific period of ancient
science, from the first century BC to the second century AD. He begins with Cicero’s theologico-
philosophical trilogy On the Nature of the Gods, On Divination, and On Fate, illustrating how Cicero’s
engagement with nature is closely related to his concerns in politics, religion, and law. Lehoux then guides
readers through highly technical works by Galen and Ptolemy, as well as the more philosophically oriented
physics and cosmologies of Lucretius, Plutarch, and Seneca, all the while exploring the complex
interrelationships between the objects of scientific inquiry and the norms, processes, and structures of that
inquiry. This includes not only the tools and methods the Romans used to investigate nature, but also the
Romans’ cultural, intellectual, political, and religious perspectives. Lehoux concludes by sketching a
methodology that uses the historical material he has carefully explained to directly engage the philosophical
questions of incommensurability, realism, and relativism.
 
By situating Roman arguments about the natural world in their larger philosophical, political, and rhetorical
contexts, What Did the Romans Know? demonstrates that the Romans had sophisticated and novel
approaches to nature, approaches that were empirically rigorous, philosophically rich, and epistemologically
complex.     
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From reader reviews:

James Lightle:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed What Did the Romans
Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Nancy Rush:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it is known to us that book is very important for people. The book What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry
into Science and Worldmaking ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course
you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve What Did the Romans
Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking is not only giving you much more new information but
also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship with all the book What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and
Worldmaking. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Teresa Riggs:

This What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking are usually reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry
into Science and Worldmaking can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed you with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Michael Spicer:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
What Did the Romans Know?: An Inquiry into Science and Worldmaking. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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