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Cities of Commerce develops a model of institutional change in European commerce based on urban rivalry.
Cities continuously competed with each other by adapting commercial, legal, and financial institutions to the
evolving needs of merchants. Oscar Gelderblom traces the successive rise of Bruges, Antwerp, and
Amsterdam to commercial primacy between 1250 and 1650, showing how dominant cities feared being
displaced by challengers while lesser cities sought to keep up by cultivating policies favorable to trade. He
argues that it was this competitive urban network that promoted open-access institutions in the Low
Countries, and emphasizes the central role played by the urban power holders--the magistrates--in fostering
these inclusive institutional arrangements. Gelderblom describes how the city fathers resisted the predatory
or reckless actions of their territorial rulers, and how their nonrestrictive approach to commercial life
succeeded in attracting merchants from all over Europe.

Cities of Commerce intervenes in an important debate on the growth of trade in Europe before the Industrial
Revolution. Challenging influential theories that attribute this commercial expansion to the political strength
of merchants, this book demonstrates how urban rivalry fostered the creation of open-access institutions in
international trade.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Lopez:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Cities of Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the
Low Countries, 1250-1650 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) book is readable by
simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
regarding Cities of Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low Countries,
1250-1650 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) content conveys prospect easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Cities of Commerce: The Institutional Foundations
of International Trade in the Low Countries, 1250-1650 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western
World) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Mary Olive:

Precisely why? Because this Cities of Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the
Low Countries, 1250-1650 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So
, it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Kevin Miller:

This Cities of Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low Countries, 1250-
1650 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) is great reserve for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Cities of Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low Countries, 1250-1650
(The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
moment right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you
still doubt this?



Ralph Overman:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Cities of Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the
Low Countries, 1250-1650 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) this publication consist
a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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