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Deductive Irrationality examines and critiques economic rationalism from the perspective of political
philosophy. The essays in this collection analyze not only the work of founders of the discipline of
economics, but also political philosophers influential in this founding and select contributors of seminal
theories in modern economic thought?namely, Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Adam Smith, Alfred Marshall,
John Maynard Keynes, Friedrich Hayek, Gunnar Myrdal, Robert E. Lucas Jr., and John F. Muth. The main
theme linking all of the essays together is that economics is a product of modern rationalism and shares with
that rationalism the belief that the only real knowledge is scientific knowledge. Derived from a scientific
method modeled on mathematics, this method gives both modern political science and modern economics
their abstract character.

Adam Smith's contribution to Western thought was more than mere economics; his innovations and his
variance from previous thinkers follows Machiavelli in finding human nature in the realistic conception of
examining men as how they are, rather than the classical view that we should look to the idea of man's
formal excellence. To Smith, humanity emerges from a desire for self-preservation, where every worker
competes to exchange the fruits of their labor with that of others. The result is a gap between the world of
"common sense" and the world of theory that practitioners in both fields no longer truly understand. By
adopting the perspective of political philosophy, the contributors take an approach that is alien to most
economists, and in doing so address many of the currents and tensions that underlie modern economic theory
and, by implication, the rational choice theory in political science.
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From reader reviews:

Ted Bryant:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Deductive Irrationality: A
Commonsense Critique of Economic Rationalism. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Pat Clark:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Deductive Irrationality: A Commonsense Critique of Economic Rationalism book is
readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer associated with Deductive Irrationality: A Commonsense Critique of Economic Rationalism
content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Deductive Irrationality: A
Commonsense Critique of Economic Rationalism is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Natalia Burton:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Deductive
Irrationality: A Commonsense Critique of Economic Rationalism that give your enjoyment preference will
be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So
, for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Deductive Irrationality:
A Commonsense Critique of Economic Rationalism become your own starter.

Gale Coachman:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Deductive Irrationality: A Commonsense Critique of Economic Rationalism when you
needed it?
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