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If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That, by Thomas Klingler, is an in-depth study of the Creole language
spoken in Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana, a community situated on the west bank of the Mississippi River
above Baton Rouge that dates back to the early eighteenth century. The first comprehensive grammatical
description of this particular variety of Louisiana Creole, Klingler's work is timely indeed, since most Creole
speakers in the Pointe Coupee area are over sixty-five and the language is not being passed on to younger
generations. It preserves and explains an important yet little understood part of America's cultural heritage
that is rapidly disappearing.

The heart of the book is a detailed morphosyntactic description based on some 150 hours of interviews with
Pointe Coupee Creole speakers. Each grammatical feature is amply illustrated with contextual examples, and
Klingler's descriptive framework will facilitate comparative research. The author also provides historical and
sociolinguistic background information on the region, examining economic, demographic, and social
conditions that contributed to the formation and spread of Creole in Louisiana. Pointe Coupee Creole is
unusual, and in some cases unique, because of such factors as the parish's early exposure to English, its rapid
development of a plantation economy, and its relative insulation from Cajun French.

The volume concludes with transcriptions and English translations of Creole folk tales and of Klingler's
conversations with Pointe Coupee's residents, a treasure trove of cultural and linguistic raw data. This kind of
rarely printed material will be essential in preserving Creole in the future. Encylopedic in its approach and
featuring a comprehensive bibliography, If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That is a rich resource for those
interested in the development of Louisiana Creole and in Francophony.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Ashton:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That: The Creole
Language of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana.

Jeanne Crank:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important for all of us. The book If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That: The Creole
Language of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana has been making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book If I Could Turn My
Tongue Like That: The Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana is not only giving you far more
new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That:
The Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Laura Crabtree:

This If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That: The Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana tend
to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this If I Could Turn My
Tongue Like That: The Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana can be one of several great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with
information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this If I Could Turn
My Tongue Like That: The Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Laura McCallum:

If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That: The Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana can be one
of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure



arrangement in writing If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That: The Creole Language of Pointe Coupee
Parish, Louisiana although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial imagining.
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