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In this important and original book, eminent scholar Barbara Herrnstein Smith describes, assesses, and
reflects upon a set of contemporary intellectual projects involving science, religion, and human cognition.
One, which Smith calls “the New Naturalism,” is the effort to explain religion on the basis of cognitive
science. Another, which she calls “the New Natural Theology,” is the attempt to reconcile natural-scientific
accounts of the world with traditional religious belief. These two projects, she suggests, are in many ways
mirror images—or “natural reflections”—of each other.
 
Examining these and related efforts from the perspective of a constructivist-pragmatist epistemology, Smith
argues that crucial aspects of belief—religious and other—that remain elusive or invisible under dominant
rationalist and computational models are illuminated by views of human cognition that stress its dynamic,
embodied, and interactive features. She also demonstrates how constructivist understandings of the
formation and stabilization of knowledge—scientific and other—alert us to similarities in the springs of
science and religion that are elsewhere seen largely in terms of difference and contrast.
 
In Natural Reflections, Smith develops a sophisticated approach to issues often framed only polemically.
Recognizing science and religion as complex, distinct domains of human practice, she also insists on their
significant historical connections and cognitive continuities and offers important new modes of engagement
with each of them.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Botsford:

The book Natural Reflections (The Terry Lectures Series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Natural
Reflections (The Terry Lectures Series) to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything
if you like open and read a reserve Natural Reflections (The Terry Lectures Series). Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Carl Vincent:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for people. The book Natural Reflections (The Terry Lectures
Series) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information.
It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Natural Reflections (The Terry Lectures Series) is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Natural
Reflections (The Terry Lectures Series). You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Carol Smith:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Natural Reflections (The Terry Lectures Series) your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Natural Reflections (The Terry Lectures Series) giving you a
different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better
life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Marco Manuel:

Natural Reflections (The Terry Lectures Series) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Natural Reflections (The Terry
Lectures Series) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into completely new



stage of crucial contemplating.
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