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Albert Bates Lord here offers an unparalleled overview of the nature of oral-traditional epic songs and the
practices of the singers who composed them. Shaped by the conviction that theory should be based on what
singers actually do, and have done in times past, the essays collected here span half a century of Lord's
research on the oral tradition from Homer to the twentieth century.

Drawing on his extensive fieldwork in living oral traditions and on the theoretical writings of Milman Parry,
Lord concentrates on the singers and their art as manifested in texts of performance. In thirteen essays, some
previously unpublished and all of them revised for book publication, he explores questions of composition,
transmittal, and interpretation and raises important comparative issues. Individual chapters discuss aspects of
the Homeric poems, South Slavic oral-traditional epics, the songs of Avdo Metedovic, Beowulf and Anglo-
Saxon poetry, the medieval Greek Digenis Akritas and other medieval epics, central Asiatic and Balkan
epics, the Finnish Kalevala, and the Bulgarian oral epic.

The work of one of the most respected scholars of his generation, Epic Singers and Oral Tradition will be an
invaluable resource for scholars and students of myth and folklore, classicists, medievalists, Slavists,
comparatists, literary theorists, and anthropologists.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Ramos:

The ability that you get from Epic Singers and Oral Tradition (Myth and Poetics) could be the more deep you
looking the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to know but Epic Singers and Oral Tradition (Myth and Poetics) giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Epic Singers and Oral Tradition
(Myth and Poetics) instantly.

Denise Dennis:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Epic Singers and Oral Tradition (Myth and Poetics) why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.

Kristen Mazur:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide
that need more time to be study. Epic Singers and Oral Tradition (Myth and Poetics) can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Kathryn Botello:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Epic Singers and Oral Tradition (Myth and
Poetics) to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about
book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside
that the book Epic Singers and Oral Tradition (Myth and Poetics) can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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