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In Giuseppe Arcimboldo’s most famous paintings, grapes, fish, and even the beaks of birds form human hair.
A pear stands in for a man’s chin. Citrus fruits sprout from a tree trunk that doubles as a neck. All sorts of
natural phenomena come together on canvas and panel to assemble the strange heads and faces that
constitute one of Renaissance art’s most striking oeuvres. The first major study in a generation of the artist
behind these remarkable paintings, Arcimboldo tells the singular story of their creation. 

Drawing on his thirty-five-year engagement with the artist, Thomas DaCosta Kaufmann begins with an
overview of Arcimboldo’s life and work, exploring the artist’s early years in sixteenth-century Lombardy,
his grounding in Leonardesque traditions, and his tenure as a Habsburg court portraitist in Vienna and
Prague. Arcimboldo then trains its focus on the celebrated composite heads, approaching them as visual jokes
with serious underpinnings—images that poetically display pictorial wit while conveying an allegorical
message. In addition to probing the humanistic, literary, and philosophical dimensions of these pieces,
Kaufmann explains that they embody their creator’s continuous engagement with nature painting and natural
history. He reveals, in fact, that Arcimboldo painted many more nature studies than scholars have
realized—a finding that significantly deepens current interpretations of the composite heads.

Demonstrating the previously overlooked importance of these works to natural history and still-life painting,
Arcimboldo finally restores the artist’s fantastic visual jokes to their rightful place in the history of both
science and art.
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From reader reviews:

Berneice Ritzman:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Arcimboldo: Visual Jokes, Natural History, and
Still-Life Painting book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

John Carter:

Typically the book Arcimboldo: Visual Jokes, Natural History, and Still-Life Painting will bring someone to
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Arcimboldo: Visual Jokes, Natural History,
and Still-Life Painting is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Omar Lamm:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Arcimboldo: Visual Jokes, Natural
History, and Still-Life Painting is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

William McDowell:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Arcimboldo: Visual Jokes, Natural History, and Still-Life Painting. You can include your knowledge
by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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