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In 1616, the Inquisition denounced "the false Pythagorean doctrine" that the Earth moves around the Sun.
Cardinal Bellarmino admonished Galileo to abandon that doctrine. Galileo had attributed it to Pythagoras,
and he had found evidence "to revive the old opinion of Pythagoras that the Moon is another Earth." Even
the planets seemed to be other worlds. But Galileo did not realize that he was connecting the theory of
Earth's motion with offensive pagan beliefs. For more than a thousand years, famous theologians and saints
had denounced the Pythagoreans for heresies and blasphemies. This book traces the growth of controversial
beliefs about cosmology. This is the only account that sets the Copernican Revolution in that neglected
context, tracing the thread of Pythagorean beliefs in the works of Copernicus and his most famous followers:
Bruno, Gilbert, Kepler, Galilei, and Campanella. It shows, surprisingly, that the Inquisition's prolonged and
deadly proceedings against Giordano Bruno were caused essentially by Bruno's obstinate allegiance to
Pythagorean beliefs, including the existence of many worlds and heretical beliefs about the soul of the world.
Contrary to Catholic beliefs, the Copernicans claimed that the Earth moves because it has a soul. Using a
wealth of new sources, Martinez shows that such concerns greatly affected also the Inquisition's proceedings
against Galileo. The book includes the discovery of Cardinal Bellarmino's critiques of Giordano Bruno's
heretical ideas; plus, the revealing condemnation of such ideas also in the writings of Bellarmino's allies.
Most importantly, Martinez presents the very first analysis of an unpublished, utterly neglected but
extremely revealing document: a 210-page rare manuscript by Galileo's most critical judge in his trial of
1633, actually explaining why the Inquisition condemned the Copernicans, the sect of new "Pythagoreans."
The book relies on rich and meticulous documentation from rare primary sources and new translations. It
rescues neglected aspects of history that are more dramatic than historical myths. It shows how the Christians
criticized Pythagorean beliefs about demons, hell, the Earth, immortality, the transmigration of souls, magic,
and divination. And it reveals the important and utterly neglected continuity between Bruno's deadly trial and
the Inquisition's proceedings against Galileo.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Bryant:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Pythagoras, Bruno, Galileo: The
Pagan Heresies of the Copernicans will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal
book with you?

Andrew Spivey:

The book Pythagoras, Bruno, Galileo: The Pagan Heresies of the Copernicans can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book
Pythagoras, Bruno, Galileo: The Pagan Heresies of the Copernicans? A few of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible
to share all of these. Book Pythagoras, Bruno, Galileo: The Pagan Heresies of the Copernicans has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by
wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Sandra Bland:

The publication with title Pythagoras, Bruno, Galileo: The Pagan Heresies of the Copernicans posesses a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Stephen Porter:

Pythagoras, Bruno, Galileo: The Pagan Heresies of the Copernicans can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing
Pythagoras, Bruno, Galileo: The Pagan Heresies of the Copernicans however doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.
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