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An epic story of science and technology at the very limits of human understanding: the monumental
race to build the first atomic weapons.

Rich in personality, action, confrontation, and deception, The First War of Physics is the first fully realized
popular account of the race to build humankind's most destructive weapon. The book draws on declassified
material, such as MI6's Farm Hall transcripts, coded soviet messages cracked by American cryptographers in
the Venona project, and interpretations by Russian scholars of documents from the soviet archives.

Jim Baggott weaves these threads into a dramatic narrative that spans ten historic years, from the discovery
of nuclear fission in 1939 to the aftermath of 'Joe-1,’ August 1949's first Soviet atomic bomb test. Why did
physicists persist in developing the atomic bomb, despite the devastation that it could bring? Why, despite
having a clear head start, did Hitler's physicists fail? Could the soviets have developed the bomb without
spies like Klaus Fuchs or Donald Maclean? Did the allies really plot to assassinate a key member of the
German bomb program? Did the physicists knowingly inspire the arms race? The First War of Physics is a
grand and frightening story of scientific ambition, intrigue, and genius: a tale barely believable as fiction,
which just happens to be historical fact. 32 black-and-white illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Wilhelm:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for us. The book The First War of Physics: The Secret History of the Atomic Bomb, 1939-
1949 was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
very advantages for you. The publication The First War of Physics: The Secret History of the Atomic Bomb,
1939-1949 is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book
The First War of Physics: The Secret History of the Atomic Bomb, 1939-1949. You never really feel lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Michael Davis:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be go through. The First War of Physics: The Secret History of the Atomic Bomb, 1939-1949
can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Frank Hudson:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The First War of Physics: The Secret History of the Atomic Bomb, 1939-1949 can
make you experience more interested to read.

Dianna Chrisman:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the The First War of Physics: The Secret History of the Atomic Bomb, 1939-1949 when you necessary it?
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