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Robert Powell argues persuasively and elegantly for the usefulness of formal models in studying
international conflict and for the necessity of greater dialogue between modeling and empirical analysis.
Powell makes it clear that many widely made arguments about the way states act under threat do not hold
when subjected to the rigors of modeling. In doing so, he provides a more secure foundation for the future of
international relations theory.

Powell argues that, in the Hobbesian environment in which states exist, a state can respond to a threat in at
least three ways: (1) it can reallocate resources already under its control; (2) it can try to defuse the threat
through bargaining and compromise; (3) it can try to draw on the resources of other states by allying with
them. Powell carefully outlines these three responses and uses a series of game theoretic models to examine
each of them, showing that the models make the analysis of these responses more precise than would
otherwise be possible.

The advantages of the modeling-oriented approach, Powell contends, have been evident in the number of
new insights they have made possible in international relations theory. Some argue that these advances could
have originated in ordinary-language models, but as Powell notes, they did not in practice do so. The book
focuses on the insights and intuitions that emerge during modeling, rather than on technical analysis, making
it accessible to readers with only a general background in international relations theory.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Mazzariello:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will want this In the Shadow of Power.

John Herrera:

Here thing why this particular In the Shadow of Power are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food
or not. In the Shadow of Power giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no e-book that similar with In the Shadow of Power. It gives you thrill examining journey,
its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. If
you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of In the Shadow of Power in e-
book can be your substitute.

Sandra Jordon:

The knowledge that you get from In the Shadow of Power could be the more deep you looking the
information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but In the Shadow of Power giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having this In the Shadow of Power instantly.

Ella Carlson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled In the Shadow of Power can be great book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.
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