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The Scandal of the State is a revealing study of the relationship between the postcolonial, democratic Indian
nation-state and Indian women’s actual needs and lives. Well-known for her work combining feminist theory
and postcolonial studies, Rajeswari Sunder Rajan shows how the state is central to understanding women’s
identities and how, reciprocally, women and “women’s issues” affect the state’s role and function. She
argues that in India law and citizenship define for women not only the scope of political rights but also
cultural identity and everyday life. Sunder Rajan delineates the postcolonial state in implicit contrast with the
“enlightened,” postfeminist neoliberal state in the West. Her analysis wrestles with complex social realities,
taking into account the influence of age, ethnicity, religion, and class on individual and group identities as
well as the shifting, heterogeneous nature of the state itself.

The Scandal of the State develops through a series of compelling case studies, each of which centers around
an incident exposing the contradictory position of the Indian state vis-à-vis its female citizens and,
ultimately, the inadequacy of its commitment to women’s rights. Sunder Rajan focuses on the custody battle
over a Muslim child bride, the compulsory sterilization of mentally retarded women in state institutional
care, female infanticide in Tamilnadu, prostitution as labor rather than crime, and the surrender of the female
outlaw Phoolan Devi. She also looks at the ways the Uniform Civil Code presented many women with a
stark choice between allegiance to their religion and community or the secular assertion of individual rights.
Rich with theoretical acumen and activist passion, The Scandal of the State is a powerful critique of the
mutual dependence of women and the state on one another in the specific context of a postcolonial
modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Stiger:

The reserve untitled The Scandal of the State: Women, Law, and Citizenship in Postcolonial India (Next
Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write
the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book
of The Scandal of the State: Women, Law, and Citizenship in Postcolonial India (Next Wave: New
Directions in Women's Studies) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Christina Ochs:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Scandal of the State: Women, Law, and Citizenship in Postcolonial India (Next Wave: New Directions in
Women's Studies) provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Lisa Vazquez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and The Scandal of the State: Women, Law,
and Citizenship in Postcolonial India (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) as well as others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them
to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes The Scandal of the
State: Women, Law, and Citizenship in Postcolonial India (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies)
to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Colin Rousey:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Scandal of the State: Women, Law, and Citizenship in Postcolonial
India (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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