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In this revised, expanded, and updated second edition, Paul Swendson - in a series of comprehensive essays -
puts into written form what he has spent more than thirteen years doing as a community college history
instructor: making American history “manageable, meaningful, and relevant” for everyday people. In
addition to breaking down the fundamental topics of American history in a concise, easy to read fashion, this
is a work of political and social commentary, relating the experiences, struggles, and decisions of past
Americans to life in the United States today. As stated in the book’s introductory essay: “If history teachers –
and historians for that matter – make no effort to draw lessons from the data and to bring the facts to life,
then we are merely engaged in a trivia exercise.” The goal of this book, like all good history teaching and
writing, is to help its readers become a little wiser, and raising the essential questions is often more important
than providing the “right” answers.

This book is ideal for anyone who is looking to get an overview of the basics of American history. It can also
be a very effective supplemental reader in an American history survey course, stimulating classroom
discussions that go beyond just learning the "facts." The author himself is currently using this book in his
history courses, and many of the essays have evolved through his personal experiences working with junior
high, high school, and college students. And since many of these students have not been history enthusiasts,
the author has worked as hard at making the material engaging as he has ensuring its accuracy.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Moberly:

The book Accessible American History: Connecting the Past to the Present will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Accessible American History: Connecting
the Past to the Present is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Olivia Clinard:

The e-book untitled Accessible American History: Connecting the Past to the Present is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Accessible American History: Connecting the Past to the Present
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Antonio Nelson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Accessible American History: Connecting the Past to the Present the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get ahead of. The Accessible American History: Connecting the Past to the Present giving
you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your
better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Kathleen Carroll:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Accessible American History: Connecting
the Past to the Present or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Accessible American History: Connecting the Past to the Present to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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