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In the first half of the twentieth century, a number of American theatres and theatre artists fostered interracial
collaboration and socialization on stage, behind the scenes, and among audiences. In an era marked by
entrenched racial segregation and inequality, these artists used performance to bridge America’s persistent
racial divide and to bring African American, Latino/Latina, Asian American, Native American, and Jewish
American communities and traditions into the nation’s broader cultural conversation.

 

In Experiments in Democracy, edited by Cheryl Black and Jonathan Shandell, theatre historians examine a
wide range of performances—from Broadway, folk plays and dance productions to scripted political rallies
and radio dramas. Contributors look at such diverse groups as the Theatre Union, La Unión Martí-Maceo,
and the American Negro Theatre, as well as individual playwrights and their works, including Theodore
Browne’s folk opera Natural Man, Josefina Niggli’s Soldadera, and playwright Lynn Riggs’s Cherokee
Night and Green Grow the Lilacs (the basis for the musical Oklahoma!). Exploring the ways progressive
artists sought to connect isolated racial and cultural groups in pursuit of a more just and democratic society,
contributors take into account the blind spots, compromised methods, and unacknowledged biases at play in
their practices and strategies. Essays demonstrate how the gap between the ideal of American democracy and
its practice—mired in entrenched systems of white privilege, economic inequality, and social
prejudice—complicated the work of these artists.

 

Focusing on questions of race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality on the stage in the decades preceding the
Civil Rights era, Experiments in Democracy fills an important gap in our understanding of the history of the
American stage—and sheds light on these still-relevant questions in contemporary American society. 
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From reader reviews:

James Brier:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Experiments in Democracy:
Interracial and Cross-Cultural Exchange in American Theatre, 1912-1945 (Theater in the Americas), it is
possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Tim Travers:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just telling
lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Experiments in Democracy: Interracial and Cross-
Cultural Exchange in American Theatre, 1912-1945 (Theater in the Americas) can be the solution, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Cora Gallien:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication Experiments in Democracy: Interracial and Cross-Cultural Exchange in
American Theatre, 1912-1945 (Theater in the Americas) was filled with regards to science. Spend your time
to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Tara Cassell:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Experiments in Democracy:
Interracial and Cross-Cultural Exchange in American Theatre, 1912-1945 (Theater in the Americas) as well
as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other
book likes Experiments in Democracy: Interracial and Cross-Cultural Exchange in American Theatre, 1912-
1945 (Theater in the Americas) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this



one.
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