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In 1895, the newly formed Greater Japan Martial Virtue Association (Dainippon Butokukai) held its first
annual Martial Virtue Festival (butokusai) in the ancient capital of Kyoto. The Festival marked the arrival of
a new iteration of modern Japan, as the Butokukai’s efforts to define and popularise Japanese martial arts
became an important medium through which the bodies of millions of Japanese citizens would experience,
draw on, and even shape the Japanese nation and state.

This book shows how the notion and practice of Japanese martial arts in the late Meiji period brought
Japanese bodies, Japanese nationalisms, and the Japanese state into sustained contact and dynamic
engagement with one another. Using a range of disciplinary approaches, Denis Gainty shows how the
metaphor of a national body and the cultural and historical meanings of martial arts were celebrated and
appropriated by modern Japanese at all levels of society, allowing them to participate powerfully in shaping
the modern Japanese nation and state. While recent works have cast modern Japanese and their bodies as
subject to state domination and elite control, this book argues that having a body – being a body, and through
that body experiencing and shaping social, political, and even cosmic realities – is an important and
underexamined aspect of the late Meiji period. 

Martial Arts and the Body Politic in Meiji Japan is an important contribution to debates in Japanese and
Asian social sciences, theories of the body and its role in modern historiography, and related questions of
power and agency by suggesting a new and dramatic role for human bodies in the shaping of modern states
and societies. As such, it will be valuable to students and scholars of Japanese studies, Japanese history,
modern nations and nationalisms, and sport and leisure studies, as well as those interested in the body more
broadly.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Daggett:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Martial Arts and the Body Politic in
Meiji Japan (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) will make you to possibly be smarter. You
can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Patricia Stewart:

The event that you get from Martial Arts and the Body Politic in Meiji Japan (Routledge Studies in the
Modern History of Asia) may be the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Martial Arts
and the Body Politic in Meiji Japan (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through
anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Martial Arts and the Body Politic in
Meiji Japan (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) instantly.

Andrea Winburn:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Martial Arts and the Body Politic in Meiji
Japan (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's find.

Ruth Vazquez:

This Martial Arts and the Body Politic in Meiji Japan (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) is
brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having little digest in reading this Martial Arts and the Body Politic in Meiji Japan (Routledge Studies in the
Modern History of Asia) can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy
to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the



answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also
knowledge.
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