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'The historian of mathematics will find much to interest him here . . . while the casual reader is likely to be
intrigued by the author's superior narrative ability." — Library Journal
This book is not only a fascinating introduction to the concept of number and to numbers themselves, hut a
multifaceted linguistic and historical analysis of how numbers have developed and evolved in many different
cultures. Drawing on evidence from history, literature, philosophy and ethnology, noted German scholar Karl
Menninger. recounts the development of numbers both as they are spoken (and written as words) and as
symbolic abstract numerals that can he readily manipulated and combined.
Despite the immense erudition the author brings to the topic, he maintains a light tone throughout, presenting
much of the information in anecdotal form. Moreover, almost 300 illustrations (photographs and drawings)
and many comparative language tables serve to enhance the text. The author begins with a lucid treatment of
number sequence and number language, including the formation of number words in both Indo-European
and non-IndoEuropean languages, hidden number words and the evolution of the number sequence. He then
turns to written numerals and computations: finger counting, folk symbols for numbers, alphabetical
numerals, the "German" Roman numerals, the abacus and more. The final section concerns the development
of our modem decimal system, with its place notation and zero, based on the Indian number system, and its
introduction to the West through the work of the Italian mathematician Fibonacci. The author concludes with
a review of spoken numbers and number symbols in China and Japan.
"The book is especially good on early counting and calculating devices: primitive tally sticks, the knotted
cords of ancient Peru, the elaborate finger symbols once used for numbers, counting boards with movable
counters, and of course the abacus." — Martin Gardner, Book World
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Wilson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Number Words and Number Symbols: A Cultural History of Numbers as
the daily resource information.

Otis Thompson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Number
Words and Number Symbols: A Cultural History of Numbers suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Number Words and Number Symbols: A
Cultural History of Numbersis one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever
know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Jerry Gunnell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Number
Words and Number Symbols: A Cultural History of Numbers.

Jennifer Randolph:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Number Words and Number Symbols: A
Cultural History of Numbers to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression
about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside
that the guide Number Words and Number Symbols: A Cultural History of Numbers can to be your brand-
new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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