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Catharine Keir chose her family well. At the time of her birth there was little support for families to raise a
child with Down syndrome at home, either within most families, or from the community at large. The
strength, warmth and moral courage of the Keir family was just what Catharine needed. I found Edna's story
to be a delightfully warm account of family life in rural Australia, striking in its frank discussion of how her
family responded to Catharine's birth, and the diagnosis of Down syndrome, and the truly adult life they have
helped her to build.

Their Catholic faith sustained them through the process of accepting that Catharine belonged with them and
they with her, and their commitment to her as a valued and valuable member of the family. It is an important
motif throughout the family's life.

Edna has captured a real feeling of country life in NSW, by describing family life thrown into relief by the
turning of the seasons, and the years. Catharine's life is shared with a large family of brothers and sisters,
whose relationships with Catharine are as important as her individuality. She highlights incidents and events
that demonstrate the deep, well considered family values that inform their choices as parents and siblings.
There is a real appreciation of the gifts and challenges that Catharine brings to the family as well as what the
family gives to Catharine.

I was particularly moved by Edna's account of Catharine's responses to Noel's illness and death, and by her
acknowledgement of Catharine's importance in her mother's life, as a much loved daughter, companion and
teacher. Edna and her family have much to teach us about the difference between a child and an adult who
happens to have an intellectual disability. Catharine's move away from home, establishing a measure of
independence that she is comfortable with, is reflective of one of the most significant issues any family of a
person with a disability will face, and often struggle with. Edna captures the need for this move to be a
thoughtful process, rather than a single event in response to a crisis.

The Keir family story will be both interesting and valuable to other families, and to professionals. The
openness, warmth and gentle humour of Edna's telling have great appeal to me as the mother of a young man
with Down syndrome, and as a professional in family support.

- Jill O'Connor, Down Syndrome Association of NSW Inc
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Catharine with an a is kind of book
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Sonia Cramer:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Catharine with an a, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Pedro Gonzales:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a book. The book Catharine with an a it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Catherine Graziani:

The book untitled Catharine with an a contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea
with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read
the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site
along with order it. Have a nice study.
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