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The role that precedent plays in constitutional decision making is a perennially divisive subject among
scholars of law and American politics. The debate rages over both empirical and normative aspects of the
issue: To what extent are the Supreme Court, Congress, and the executive branch constrained by precedent?
To what extent should they be? Taking up a topic long overdue for comprehensive treatment, Michael
Gerhardt connects the vast social science data and legal scholarship to provide the most wide-ranging
assessment of precedent in several decades.

Updated to reflect recent legal cases, The Power of Precedent clearly outlines the major issues in the
continuing debates on the significance of precedent and evenly considers all sides. For the Supreme Court,
precedents take many forms, including not only the Court's past opinions, but also norms, historical
practices, and traditions that the justices have deliberately chosen to follow. In these forms, precedent exerts
more force than is commonly acknowledged. This force is encapsulated in the implementation and
recognition of what Gerhardt calls the "golden rule of precedent," a major dynamic in constitutional law. The
rule calls upon justices and other public authorities to recognize that since they expect others to respect their
own precedents, they must provide the same respect to others' precedents. Gerhardt's extensive exploration of
precedent leads him to formulate a more expansive definition of it, one that encompasses not only the prior
constitutional decisions of courts but also the constitutional judgments of other public authorities. Gerhardt
concludes his study by looking at what the future holds for the concept, as he examines the decisions and
attitudes toward precedent exhibited by the shift from the Rehnquist to the Roberts Court.

Authoritative and incisive, Gerhardt presents an in-depth look at this central yet understudied phenomenon at
the core of all constitutional conflicts and one of undeniable importance to American law and politics.
Ultimately, The Power of Precedent vividly illustrates how constitutional law is made and evolves both in
and outside of the courts.
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From reader reviews:

Sherrie Shannon:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Power of Precedent book
because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Rodney Alvarez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Power of Precedent guide
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation The Power of Precedent as good book not simply by
the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its include, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Sondra Spencer:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is The Power of Precedent this book consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
research when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Chris Henderson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Power of Precedent can make you experience more interested to read.
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