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In 1916, in the middle of the First World War, two men secretly agreed to divide the Middle East between
them. Sir Mark Sykes was a visionary politician; Francois Georges-Picot a diplomat with a grudge. The deal
they struck, which was designed to relieve tensions that threatened to engulf the Entente Cordiale, drew a
line in the sand from the Mediterranean to the Persian frontier. Territory north of that stark line would go to
France; land south of it, to Britain. Against the odds their pact survived the war to form the basis for the
post-war division of the region into five new countries Britain and France would rule. The creation of
Britain's 'mandates' of Palestine, Transjordan and Iraq, and France's in Lebanon and Syria, made the two
powers uneasy neighbours for the following thirty years. Through a stellar cast of politicians, diplomats,
spies and soldiers, including T. E. Lawrence, Winston Churchill and Charles de Gaulle, A Line in the Sand
vividly tells the story of the short but crucial era when Britain and France ruled the Middle East. It explains
exactly how the old antagonism between these two powers inflamed the more familiar modern rivalry
between the Arabs and the Jews, and ultimately led to war between the British and the French in 1941 and
between the Arabs and the Jews in 1948. In 1946, after many years of intrigue and espionage, Britain finally
succeeded in ousting France from Lebanon and Syria, and hoped that, having done so, it would be able to
cling on to Palestine. Using newly declassified papers from the British and French archives, James Barr
brings this overlooked clandestine struggle back to life, and reveals, for the first time, the stunning way in
which the French finally got their revenge.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Gonzalez:

The book A Line in the Sand: Britain, France and the Struggle That Shaped the Middle East give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If
you can make reading a book A Line in the Sand: Britain, France and the Struggle That Shaped the Middle
East for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a book A
Line in the Sand: Britain, France and the Struggle That Shaped the Middle East. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

David Unruh:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of book A
Line in the Sand: Britain, France and the Struggle That Shaped the Middle East. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.

Victor Willis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something
by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is A Line in the Sand: Britain,
France and the Struggle That Shaped the Middle East.

Lillie Granado:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the A Line in the Sand: Britain, France and the Struggle That Shaped the Middle
East when you needed it?
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