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In Elvis Presley: A Southern Life, one of the most admired Southern historians of our time takes on one of
the greatest cultural icons of all time. The result is a masterpiece: a vivid, gripping biography, set against the
rich backdrop of Southern society?indeed, American society?in the second half of the 20th century.

Author of The Crucible of Race and William Faulkner and Southern History, Joel Williamson is a renowned
historian known for his inimitable and compelling narrative style. In this tour de force biography, he captures
the drama of Presley's career set against the popular culture of the post-World War II South.

Born in Tupelo, Mississippi, Presley was a contradiction, flamboyant in pegged black pants with pink stripes,
yet soft-spoken, respectfully courting a decent girl from church. Then he wandered into Sun Records, and
everything changed. "I was scared stiff," Elvis recalled about his first time performing on stage. "Everyone
was hollering and I didn't know what they were hollering at." Girls did the hollering?at his snarl and
swagger. Williamson calls it "the revolution of the Elvis girls." His fans lived in an intense moment, this
generation raised by their mothers while their fathers were away at war, whose lives were transformed by an
exodus from the countryside to Southern cities, a postwar culture of consumption, and a striving for upward
mobility. They came of age in the era of the 1954 Brown vs. Board of Education ruling, which turned high
schools into battlegrounds of race. Explosively, white girls went wild for a white man inspired by and
singing black music while "wiggling" erotically. Elvis, Williamson argues, gave his female fans an
opportunity to break free from straitlaced Southern society and express themselves sexually, if only for a few
hours at a time.
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From reader reviews:

Dewey Newkirk:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Elvis Presley: A Southern Life.

Milan Allen:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Elvis Presley: A Southern Life is kind
of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Bernice Bland:

This book untitled Elvis Presley: A Southern Life to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here
is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in
the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

June Slater:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended for your requirements is Elvis Presley: A Southern Life this guide consist a lot of
the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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