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In the course of the nineteenth century, four-hand piano playing emerged across Europe as a popular pastime
of the well-heeled classes and of those looking to join them. Nary a canonic work of classical music that was
not set for piano duo, nary a house that could afford not to invest in them. Duets echoed from the student
bedsit to Buckingham Palace, resounded in schools and in hundreds of thousands of bourgeois parlors. Like
no other musical phenomenon, it could cross national, social, and economic boundaries, bringing together
poor students with the daughters of the bourgeoisie, crowned heads with penniless virtuosi, and the
nineteenth century often regarded it with extreme suspicion for that very reason.

Four-hand piano playing was often understood as a socially acceptable way of flirting, a flurry of hands that
made touching, often of men and women, not just acceptable but necessary. But it also became something far
more serious than that, a central institution of the home, mediating between inside and outside, family and
society, labor and leisure, nature and nurture. And writers, composers, musicians, philosophers, journalists,
pamphleteers and painters took note: in the art, literature, and philosophy of the age, four-hand playing
emerged as a common motif, something that allowed them to interrogate the very nature of the self, the
family, the community and the state. In the four hands rushing up and down the same keyboard the
nineteenth century espied, or thought to espy, an astonishing array of things. Four-Handed Monsters tells not
only the story of that practice, but also the story of the astonishing array of things the nineteenth century read
into it.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Sandoval:

The publication untitled Four-Handed Monsters: Four-Hand Piano Playing and Nineteenth-Century Culture
is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information
that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Four-Handed
Monsters: Four-Hand Piano Playing and Nineteenth-Century Culture from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.

William Meadows:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Four-Handed Monsters: Four-Hand
Piano Playing and Nineteenth-Century Culture, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Jose Jones:

This Four-Handed Monsters: Four-Hand Piano Playing and Nineteenth-Century Culture is great guide for
you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can state no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Four-Handed Monsters: Four-Hand Piano Playing and Nineteenth-Century Culture in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Mitchell Peed:

This Four-Handed Monsters: Four-Hand Piano Playing and Nineteenth-Century Culture is completely new
way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in
reading this Four-Handed Monsters: Four-Hand Piano Playing and Nineteenth-Century Culture can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone.
These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book



application form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as
knowledge.
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