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This book combines literary and historical analysis in a study of sexuality in Walt Whitman's work. Informed
by his "new historicist" understanding of the construction of literary texts, Jimmie Killingsworth examines
the progression of Whitman's poetry and prose by considering the textual history of Leaves of Grass and
other works.

Killingsworth demonstrates that Whitman's "poetry of the body" derives its radical power from the
transformation of conventional attitudes toward sexuality, traditional poetics, and conservative politics. The
sexual relation, with its promise of unity, love, equality, interpenetration, and productivity for partners,
becomes a metaphor for all political and social relationships, including that of poet and reader. The effect of
the poems is protopolitical, an altering of consciousness about the body's relation to other bodies, a shifting
of the categories of knowledge that foretells political action.

Killingsworth traces the interplay in Whitman's poetry between sexual and textual themes that derive from
Whitman's political response to the historical turbulence of mid-century America. He describes a subtle shift
in Whitman's prose writings on poetics, which turn from a view of poetry in the early 1850s as morally and
politically efficacious to a chastened romanticism in the postwar years that frees the poet from responsibility
for the world outside his poems.

Later editions of Leaves of Grass are marked by the poet's deliberate repression of erotic themes in favor of a
depoliticized aestheticism that views art not as a motivator of political and moral action but as an artifact
embodying the soul of the genius.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Cortes:

The book with title Whitman's Poetry of the Body: Sexuality, Politics, and the Text has a lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new information
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Gary Morrell:

Often the book Whitman's Poetry of the Body: Sexuality, Politics, and the Text has a lot info on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after scanning this book.

Lena Stubbs:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
usually Whitman's Poetry of the Body: Sexuality, Politics, and the Text.

Hazel Mercado:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Whitman's Poetry of the
Body: Sexuality, Politics, and the Text.
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