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When the Civil War ended, hundreds of African Americans enlisted in the U.S. Army to gain social mobility
and regular paychecks. Stationed in the West prior to 1898, these black soldiers protected white
communities, forced Native Americans onto government reservations, patrolled the Mexican border, and
broke up labor disputes in mining areas. African American men, themselves no strangers to persecution,
aided the subjugation of Indian and Hispanic peoples throughout the West. It can hardly be surprising, then,
that the relations among these groups became complex and often hostile–hardly surprising, but rarely
examined.

Despised by the white settlers they protected, many black soldiers were sent to posts along the Texas-Mexico
border— perceived to be a “safe place to put them.” The interactions there among blacks, whites, and
Hispanics during the period leading up to the Punitive Expedition and World War I offer the opportunity to
study the complicated, even paradoxical nature of American race relations. James N. Leiker has applied the
sophisticated perspectives of new social history to the experience of the buffalo soldiers and their legacy in
southern and western Texas in an effort to gain new insight about race in the West.

Racial Borders establishes the army’s fundamental role in transforming the Rio Grande from a “frontier”
into a “border” and shows how that transformation itself brought a tightening of racial and national
categories. But more importantly, it warns about the dangers of simplifying history into groupings of “white
and non-white,” “oppressors and oppressed.”

Leiker draws on Mexican and U.S. military records and Texas state and black national newspapers to do
more than provide an account of the shifting loyalties of race and nationalism along the Rio Grande over a
fifty-year span; he reminds scholars and reformers about the tangled history of race relations in America.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Jakubowski:

The book Racial Borders: Black Soldiers along the Rio Grande (Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by
Texas A&M University-Kingsville) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this book.

Scott Croft:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of stress
from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a doubt.
People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is Racial
Borders: Black Soldiers along the Rio Grande (Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M
University-Kingsville).

Blake Nixon:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that. Just
one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on and
with addition associated with. Even you love Racial Borders: Black Soldiers along the Rio Grande
(Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville), you may enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Dixie Love:

This Racial Borders: Black Soldiers along the Rio Grande (Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas
A&M University-Kingsville) is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you
who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately
using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly
you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Racial Borders: Black Soldiers along the Rio Grande
(Perspectives on South Texas, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Kingsville) in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world with
ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt in which?
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