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The Willowbrook Wars is a dramatic and illuminating account of the effort to close down a scandal-ridden
institution and return its 5,400 handicapped residents to communities in New York. The wars began in 1972
with Geraldo Rivera's televised raid on the Willowbrook State School. They continued for three years in a
federal courtroom, with civil libertarian lawyers persuading a conservative and conscience-stricken judge to
expand the rights of the disabled, and they culminated in a 1975 consent decree, with the state of New York
pledging to accomplish the unprecedented assignment in six years.

From 1975 to 1982, David and Sheila Rothman observed this remarkable chapter in American reform of
mental disabilities care. Would the state live up to its agreement without "dumping" residents into other
nightmarish institutions? Would the lawyers prove as interested in meeting client needs as in securing client
rights? Could a tradition-bound bureaucracy create a new network of community services? And finally,
would a governor and a legislature tolerate such outside intervention, and if so, for how long? In answering
these questions,

The Willowbrook Wars takes us behind the scenes to clarify the role of the judiciary, the fate of the
underprivileged, and the potential for social justice. In their new afterword, the authors bring the story up to
date, describing the results of the closing of the institution in 1987 from the experiences of integrating the
former residents into communities to the legal battles between the state of New York and advocates for the
mentally handicapped.
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From reader reviews:

Edgar Foley:

The book The Willowbrook Wars: Bringing the Mentally Disabled into the Community can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book
The Willowbrook Wars: Bringing the Mentally Disabled into the Community? Several of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Willowbrook Wars: Bringing the Mentally
Disabled into the Community has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Scott Rochelle:

Beside this specific The Willowbrook Wars: Bringing the Mentally Disabled into the Community in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have The Willowbrook Wars: Bringing the Mentally Disabled into the
Community because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but
you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Nancy Lundy:

This The Willowbrook Wars: Bringing the Mentally Disabled into the Community is fresh way for you who
has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
The Willowbrook Wars: Bringing the Mentally Disabled into the Community can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application
form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer.
So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Gary Lund:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Willowbrook Wars: Bringing the
Mentally Disabled into the Community to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of



reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study
it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open up a book and study it. Beside that the book The Willowbrook Wars: Bringing the Mentally Disabled
into the Community can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of their time.
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